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Lafayette, IN – The Feast of the Hunters’ Moon October 10 and 11, 2009 just wouldn’t be the same if the sounds of fifes, drums and muskets didn’t echo down the banks of the Wabash River. It’s a tradition that has been kept alive for forty years by the Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corp.

In 1968, at the very first Feast of the Hunters’ Moon, Tippecanoe County Historical Association director William Baugh and Purdue student Jim Smith decided to put together a small company of fifers, drummers and musketeers.  At the following Feast, the Tippecanoe Drum Band debuted and its members decided to celebrate the French heritage of the area by adopting the uniforms and music of the Compagnies Franches de la Marine - the troops assigned to Fort Ouiatenon, the most remote outpost of 18th century French Canada.  Thus, in 1969, the Tippecanoe Ancient Fife and Drum Corps became the first fife and drum corps in the Midwest.

Since then, Midwest fifing and drumming has grown to as many as fifteen corps and the "Tippecanoe Ancients" have grown in number, repertoire and reputation. Eighteenth century French military music remains their specialty and has been supplemented with period music from Switzerland, the USA, and other countries.  During their European tour in 1988, the group was honored to perform at Napoleon's tomb at Invalides and the Palace of Versailles.

“We’ve established a reputation for quality in music and performance among the long-established east coast corps,” said Malcolm Duncan, director of the Corps. “And an equally high tribute is the fact that several of our members have been selected to perform as part of the Old Guard, the 3rd United States Infantry Regiment Fife and Drum Corps, that performs for presidential events, including all inaugurations.”  

In celebration of this major anniversary, the Corps is welcoming alumni members back to the Feast and will be selling their CD - appropriately titled “Forty Years in the Family.”  While the corps has tracked down many of their alumni, former members should contact the corps through email to wmd@tafdc.org to join the celebration on Feast weekend.

Advance sale tickets for the Feast are $10 for adults and $5 for children ages 4 to 16.  A family pass, which admits two adults and up to four children for a day, is just $25. Gate prices will be $12 for adults, $6 for children and $30 for a family pass. Detailed ticket information, a list of local sales points and a link for on-line purchases can be found at: www.tippecanoehistory.org.
The Feast of the Hunters’ Moon is presented annually by the Tippecanoe County Historical Association in cooperation with the Tippecanoe County Parks and Recreation Department. 

The Tippecanoe County Historical Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to enriching the lives of Tippecanoe County residents and visitors by collecting, preserving, and interpreting our unique and exciting history.
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